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% “As a called people of God and as members of Bethania,

we will grow in our faith and share it with others”

When | was little, | thought the weather in Bethlehem at Christmas must be like
the weather here. After all, | was used to singing carols such as “The First Noel”
which noted that the angel spoke to the shepherds, “...on a cold winter’s night
that was so deep.”
Of course, there wasn’t snow in Bethlehem when Christ was born... but I'm not
sure all the hymn writers knew that! Many of the hymns we enjoy singing in De-
cember were written in a place much like Wisconsin; where the winter nights
were dark, indeed, as each day grew shorter and shorter (until Dec. 21). They
were also written at a time when only the wealthy could afford large amounts of
fuel to heat their homes and nearly no one’s clothing was adequate to the
weather.
It was in this context that poet Christina Rossetti wrote the words that would be-
c'\;/c|>éne the lyrics to the melancholy and beautiful Christmas hymn, “In The Bleak
idwinter”:

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made rmoan
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen - snow on snow on snow
In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there;
Cherubim and seraphim thronging in the air
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,

Worshiped the beloved with a mother’s Riss

What can | give him poor as | am?
If I were a shepherd, 1 would bring a lamb
If I were a wise man, | would do my part
What I can | give him? | must give my heart.

Christmas is over and many of us have packed away the decorations... but the
fundamental truth of WHAT Christmas is goes beyond trees and stockings.
Christmas is about Emmanuel, God-with-us... Christmas is about God leaving
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the glory of heaven for a humble life on earth. Why? ...because he
loves us and desired to redeem us all. Christmas is about God breaking
into the coldness of a world where we lived apart from God’s love and
changing it and us forever.

No, there was no snow in Bethlehem... but it was winter in many peo-
ple’s hearts and lives there, nonetheless. Even today, the “bleak mid-
winter” creeps up on us in the form of grief, sorrow or stress.

But we must never forget that the light of Christmas shines beyond
December 25!, The Magi whose visitation we celebrate on January 6
took over a year to get to Bethlehem and the star shone for them the
whole way. We, too, have the light of Christ to warm and guide us in the
bleak midwinter... and in every season of our lives.

Blessings,

Pastor Heather

Easy Does It!

Did you notice the St. Valentine's merchandise hit the
store shelves before Christmas and many stores already
had EASTER candy out at the New Year. While it's tempt~
ing to skip right on over Lent to Easter, don't be fooled. All
that will do is give you cavities. Those who tell you to skip
right to Easter don't have your best interests at heart.. not just in the literal
location of whatever store you are in, but also in life.

In literal terms, those who give up chocolate for Lent are far less likely to
suffer from the indulgences of the Easter Basket. Spiritually, the devotion
and the preparation of Lent deepens our faith and gives us a stronger
foundation. In life, having taking the time for devotion and closeness to
God, building that foundation, helps us to withstand the dark days that
come to us all. Those who want you to only pay attention to the shiny fun

stuff don't much care what you will do when the tough times come.

The merchants want your money. Fair weather friends may not want
money, but they do want something from you (so be careful). God, on the
other hand, just wants your heart so he can make it new and fill it with love,
joy and peace.

January Book Reviews

90 Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper (3)

After a semi-truck collided with Don Piper's car, he was pronounced
dead at the scene. For the next ninety minutes, he experienced the
glories of heaven. Back on earth, a passing minister felt led to stop and
pray for the accident victim even though he was told Piper was dead.
Miraculously, Piper came back to life, and the pleasure of heaven was
replaced by a long and painful recovery.

Original Blessing by Matthew Fox (14)

Here is the critically acclaimed bestseller, named one of the "20 books
that changed the world" in New Age Journal's Annual Source Book for
1995. Maverick theologian Matthew Fox provides a daring view of his-
torical Christianity and a theologically sound basis for personal discov-
ery of spiritual liberation.

In this revolutionary work, Fox shows how Christianity once celebrated
beauty, compassion, justice, and provided a path of positive knowledge
and ecstatic connection with all creation.

A Handful of Heaven by Jillian Hart (1)

Responsibility was nothing new to Paige McKaslin. She had raised her
siblings and her son. And though duty was her guiding force, even in
matters of the heart, she never stopped counting her blessings — her
faith and her wonderful family. Then the McKaslin diner, her livelihood
and heritage, burned to the ground....

Paige was suddenly free to discover herself...and a blossoming rela-
tionship with rancher Evan Thornton. This intriguing man asked her out
on her first date in eighteen years, totally disrupting her routine. Now
love was an exciting possibility that made her rethink her orderly life.
Could it be that God still had some surprises for her?
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Eric & Kari McGaughey were
on Wheel of Fortune!

We had such a great experience on
Wheel of Fortune and came away with
a trip, some cash, and memories of a
lifetime. I'm not going to lie, still kick-
ing myself over that final puzzle but

i when the pressure is on, it's way more

| difficult in person (I never liked my
"math workbook™ anyway)! Hope you
all enjoyed watching as much as we did
and we do not have to keep it a secret

January Worship Leaders

Many Thanks...

| am so touched and proud of how Betha- C
nia members have supported the “Fuzzy B,
Hug” program at Froedtert by  donating -

plushies. Fuzzy Hug gives plush critters to

children who come to Froedtert with their -
families when there has been a crisis or

who are visiting severly ill or injured rela-

tives. These comfort objects often help the

children cope. Fuzzy Hugs are also given to adult patients who
have developmental or cognitive difficulties and can also use a

comfort object, a fuzzy friend, or simply something warm and
comforting to make their rooms a bit less clinical.

Thanks and blessings to each and every one who has donated
plush to the program,

Pastor Heather
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Aebelskiver Brunch

Sunday February 11, 2018 "

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Bethania Lutheran Church
4120 Wright Avenue
Racine, W1 53405

-

G ._? Adults $5.00, 6 to 12 years old $3.00, under 6 free

AEbleskivers are coming soon!!!

AEbleskiver Sunday is February 11 and we want to make it a wonderful celebration
of our Danish Heritage. Please take a look at the Sign Up sheets on the bulletin
board near Pastor’s office and consider volunteering! Most jobs don't require
experience and we’'ll teach you how to mgke AEDbleskivers.



WERE YOU THERE?

DID YOU SHARE?

Date Attendance Giving
December 3, 2017 52 $2,419.00
December 10, 2017 59 $2,452.00
December 17, 2017 86 $2,042.00
December 24, 2917 69 $1,775.00
9:00 am—Christmas Program
December 24, 2017 29 $705.00
3:00 p.m. Danish
December 24, 2017 25 $3,525.00
7:00 p.m. Candlelight
December 31, 2017 29 $856.00
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ment to our college students:

oy, ’ Consider Sending a note of encourage-

Jerod Alderson:
127 N. Harmony Lane
Whitewater, W1 53191

Ryan Berger
1734 Raintree Lane
Mount Pleasant, Wi 53406

Meagan Borgardt:
2002 Borgardt Rd.
Sturtevant, W1 53177

Julia Pedrosa
5551 Whirlway Lane
Racine, WI 53402

ANNUAL

Ashley Borgardt
2002 Borgardt Rd.
Sturtevant, WI 53177

Jacob Hansen
541 W Washington #2
Madison, Wisconsin 53703

Jessica Schoff

Carroll College— New Hall
200 E. College Avenue-
Waukesha, WI 53186

CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING
JANUARY 28th, 2018

Following Worship



Boy Scout Troop 242

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

Sunday January 28, 2018
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Bethania Lutheran Church

Kids 5 and under FREE

Includes: Spaghetti, Meatballs, Bread, Coffee
or Bug Juice
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Congratulations to our December
Graduates:

Kurtis Webster, Wisconsin Virtual
Learning High School

Nicole Borgardt, University of
isconsin Parkside.

Lyman Larson
c/o St Monica’s
3920 N. Green Bay Road
Racine, WI 53404

Helene Wasik
Timber Oaks Assisted Living
1390 8th Avenue
Union Grove, WI 53126

Bernard Wasik
c/o Oak Ridge Care Center -Rm # 23
1400 -8th Street
Union Grove, WI 53126

Rita Christensen
3812 Osbourne Bivd.
Racine, WI 53405



Beth, mh Lutheran Church
4 ZXerght Avenue
R' cine, WI 53405
{ \(@62)- 632-7267
" Email: Bethania@wi.twcbc.com

or's Emall/pastorheather@w twcbc.com
\Meb5|te Www. bethanialutheran.org

\ Dﬁm@ours Monday thru Friday —
% 2:30t0 5:30 p.m

(P/eaise note: There may not be a car in the
£ parking lot but the office is open.,)

~ “Reverend Heather Bumstead, Pastor
Gathi"Webster, Administrative Assistant
, ) - ™ Mike Imhoff, Custodian

" S\ Mlly\'W|ler, Church musician

Jeff Alderson, President
Kelly Imhoff, Vice President
Ed Young, Treasurer
Cathi Webster, Secretary
Brad Larsen, Property
Shelly Alderson, Council Member
John Barnes, Council Member

‘l— Thank you to everyone
& who joined us for our
%2~ 121st Danish Christmas
* v “ Eve Worship which was
held at 3:00 p.m. on

. Christmas Even and al-
so to those who joined
us for the family wor-
ship at 7:00 p.m. on
Christmas Eve.

We welcome into our
faith family by Holy
. Baptism Cassie
Marie Vassar, Lily Grace
, Weaseman and Olivia
Marie Weaseman. They were baptized on Sunday December
17th by Pastor Heather. Cassie’s sponsor is Andrea Cushman,
Lily's sponsors are Nemesio Camara and Andrea Cushman.

Olivia's sponsors are Crystobel Ramirez and Jeff Alvarez.
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Thank you to everyone who
helped decorate the church for
Christmas and also helped
take the decorations down
again.

Your help isappreciated.

The Christmas program “THIS IS CHRISTMAS" which
was held on Sunday, December 24th, 2017 at the 9:00 a.m. ser-
vice was a puppet show. All the puppets were refurbished and
their costumes designed by Pastor Heather. The children also
sang Jingle Bells and the Christmas version of “"Hallelujah. A Spe-
cial thank you to Beth Brown for directing the program and to
Willy Mueller for helping with the music. We celebrated with the

traditional sheet cake. Y
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Joyce Woodward
Heather Joshi
Jim Mueller
Jim Woodward
Karen Luxem
Leo & Mary Lou Miller

Bernard & Helene Wasik
Cathy (Bill Krause’s sister)
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Grete & Jorn Loschenkohl
Rita Christensen
Hans Holbrook
James Bumstead
Mike Imhoff
Tim Koterwski
Gary & Leslie Heggeland
Jeremy Eppler,
Mary Nelson,

Our Deepest Sympathies to
Julie Hansen, her sister Terri
Jones and their family on the
loss of their mother, Janet
Kintzler who passed away on
Wednesday, December
27th, 2017. Her funeral
service was held at Bethania
on Wednesday January 3,
2018 at 11.00 am. Rev.
Heather Bumstead
officiated.
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Lok Who's Colobmlngl

1/1—Rob Borgardt 1/27—Jakob Jensen
1/4—Kathryn Winnen 1/28—Benjamin Winnen
1/5—Richard McGaughey 1/31—Theodore Baker
1/6—Ryan Brown 1/31—Kim Drasen

1/7—Jacob Hansen 1/31—Jim Woodward
1/11—Steven Madsen

1/13 -Deb Munch
1/15—Kari Stapleman
1/21—Jim Leger

1/22 -Tab Baker
1/26—Emily Rosen

(Please let us know if there are any changes or missed
birthdays or anniversaries. Thank Youl)

; On January 17, Kia & Mary
N ’ Genrich will celebrate their
(» S‘L 37th wedding anniversary!

O
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Congratulations!

W4
W=

ol

£

Nicole Borgardt graduated from
the University of Wisconsin —
Parkside. Congratulations Nicole!!!

Charlie Barnes saw San-
ta after her schools
Christmas Program.

Anne Woodward' s pup,
Dolly, got festive and
wore a Santa hat.

Cathi Webster and her new
puppy "Blitzen".
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Did you see the article in the Journal Times on December 31?

Did you know this young man, Thomas Stark is Florence Dupuis
grandson? He is doing some wonderful things.

T e i

DECEMBER 6, 1961

™" LUTHERAN

BLAST FROM THE PAST...

Who is this young lady featured on
the December 1961 cover of “The
Lutheran”? (the caption is featured
below!) This was found among the
many treasures about our congre-
gational history gathered together
in “The Danish Room.” These
treasures desperately need to be
sorted/organized. If you'd like to

® COVER PICTURE., Vicki Kechler odds
sulumis lesl 0 patare display  desigoed 10
teach third-gmders that “Tha Is My Pacher's
World." She 1 u scholar at- Bethania Chorch
School in Racine, Wis, one of places whets new
Parish Edocation Curricuium & being tested,

Congratulations to Mitchell and Cassandra Steffens. \i}/t,@r(/
were married at Bethania December 23rd. / 7‘) o7
Cassandra is a member of Bethania and she

is the daughter of the "late” Keith and Cathi Webste?' _>\




January 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Sat
10:00—Noon ADRC Alz-
6-8 p.m. RC Band 1lam.-1:30 pm. TxT heimer Support Group, hearth | 7:30 —11:00 a.m.
Rehearsal OPEN _ room Racine Unified

6:30 p.m. RC Worship 6-8 p.m. Girl Scout Troop

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 5822

6-730 p.m. T x T OPEN
79:00 a.m. Worship 8 9 1 0 1 l 1 2 1 3
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hr./SS 7:30 am.— 3:00 p.m. ‘
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RC | Racine Unified 6-8 p.m. RC Band 6:30 p.m. RC Worship 6:00 —7:30 p.m. ADRC
Worship Service & SS 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, th Rehearsal 6:00 p.m. Confirmation Alzheimer Support Group,
3:00 p.m. GS Banquet, fh | 5:30 Thread by Thread 7:00 p.m. Council hearth room
1 4:00 a.m. Worship 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hr./SS 7:30 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 11lam.-1:30 pm. TxT
11:30 am. to 4:00 p.m. RC | Racine Unified 6-8 p.m. RC Band OPEN 6-8 p.m. Girl Scout Troop | 7:30 -11:00 a.m.
Worship Service & SS 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, fh Rehearsal 6:30 p.m. RC Worship 5822 Racine Unified

. 6:30 Thread by Thread 6:00 p.m. Confirmation

E%?Eér:}nfrew 242 Mtg. 6-730 p.m. Tx T OPEN
2 ]a:oo a.m. Worship 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hr./8S | 7:30 am.—3:00 p.m. ‘ 9:00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RC | Racine Unified 6-8 p.m. RC Band 6:30 p.m. RC Worship 6-8 p.m. Girl Scout Troop | 7:30 -11:00 a.m. Troop 242 Spaghetti

Worship Service & SS

6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, fh
6:30 Thread by Thread

Rehearsal

6:00 p.m. Confirmation

5822

Racine Unified

Dinner Set up

2 800 a.m. Worship/SS

10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:00 Troop 242 Spaghetti
Dinner

11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RC
Worship Service & SS
4:00p.m. Crew 242 Mtg.

29

7:30 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
Racine Unified

6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, th
6:30 Thread by Thread

30

6-8 p.m. RC Band
Rehearsal

31

6:30 p.m. RC Worship
6:00 p.m. Confirmation

10
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